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ethical principles
in animal experimentation

basic principles

Article 1

Progress in the field of human
knowledge, and especially progress

in biology, human and animal
medicine is necessary.

Article 2 ‘

Man needs animals in his quest for
knowledge just as he does to feed
and clothe himself, and for his work.
He thus has the duty to respect
animals, his auxiliaries, who are living
beings just as he himself is a living
being.

Article 3

Every person involved in bioclogical
experimentation must recognize the
fact rhar an r.-n:«’a are qi i

the responsibilities
of the investigators
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Hrticle 5

Experiments concerning living
verebrates and the colles ‘rm

tissues on living subjects for !:n.nrch
purposes must be performed by a
gqualilied biolomst, or under his direct
supervision. The conditions within
which the animals are maintained in
the course of experimentation must be
defined and monitored by a
campetent veterinanan or scientist.

Article 6

In the course of studies which involve
the use of animals, a reasonable
probability must prevail that the said
studies will significantly contribute to

the acquisition of knowledge which
will in turn concur to improve the
health and welfare of man and
animals.

Article 7

Statistical methods, mathematical
models and in vitro biological systems
must be used when they are
appropriate to complement animal
experimentation, and to reduce the
number of subjects used.

Article 8
The investigator must use the most
suitable animal for his research, and
he must also take into account the
levels of sense and psvchic
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Article B

The investigatar will make sure that
the conditions under which the
laboralory animals are kept are the
best possible, and he must provide
the required care to said animals
hefore, during and aller expenments.

Article 10

The investigalor's duty is to spare the
animals any physical or psychic pain
which is not absolutely essential. He
will implement methods which enable
the limitation of suffering and pain
whenever these conditions cannot be
avoided.

These ethical principles have been
established within the European
Centre of Tufts University at Talloires
(France) under the aegis of Fondation
Marcel-Mérieux in August 1979 by an
international group constituted at the
outset of the International Symposium
for ""The Laboratory Animal at the
Service of Mankind''. This symposium
took place in Lyons in September
1978 on the occasion of the centenary
of the death of Claude Bernard.

This, in point of fact, is the
confirmation of principles which have
been applied over a long period of
time in several countries. An editing
effort has been made in order to
make these principles clearly
understandable, and acceptable on
an international level.
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terminology concerning laboratory animals
in relation with their health status

Gnotobiontic animal

Agnotobiontic animal
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